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“STARLIGHT TOURIST DESTINATIONS”

The Starlight Foundation
In 2009 the Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC) created the Starlight
Foundation for the Promotion of Astronomy to manage, coordinate, propel
and extend the Starlight Initiative.
The Starlight Foundation expounds and promotes local, national and
international measures for protecting this universal resource and the
scientific and cultural importance that attaches to it, for example by
promoting intelligent lighting systems which can prevent light pollution,
save energy and help reduce the impact of climate change.

What is the Starlight Initiative?
In 2006, the Instituto de Astrofísica de Canarias (IAC) launched the
“Starlight Initiative” with UNESCO and the MaB programme, to defend
the quality and cleanliness of the night sky across the planet and protect
the right to observe the stars. The Starlight Initiative is also backed by the
International Astronomical Union (IAU), the World Tourism Organization
(WTM), and various United Nations Conventions including Ramsar and the
Conventions on Biological Diversity and Migratory Species.
The Declaration on the Defence of the Quality of the Night Sky and the
Right to Observe the Stars, passed at La Palma in April 2007, provides the
intellectual framework and main purpose of the initiative.

Starlight Tourist Destinations and Starlight Certification
Starlight Tourist Destinations arelocations with ideal conditions for
observing the stars and where light pollution is controlled. This makes
them logical destinations for tourism based on the appreciation of the sky
as part of the natural world.

The Starlight DestinationsCertification System was created by the
Starlight Foundation and the World Tourism Organization’s Knowledge
Web to raise the standard of tourist locations worldwide that promote
astronomy and the defence of the night sky. The Certificate accredits
the destinations, ensuring that they can offer high quality facilities for
observing the stars together with knowledge and enthusiasm for the
scientific cultural, natural and aesthetic value that attaches to them.
Starlight destinations are expected to seek accreditation of their sky
quality and the measures in place for protecting it, as well as confirmation
that their infrastructure, facilities, services and tourist offer (including
accommodation and astronomy opportunities) are fit for purpose and also
sympathetic to the special night-time environment that has given rise to
their existence.
The Starlight Certificate brings together science and tourism for the first
time.It creates a new kind of intelligent tourism based on astronomy
and star observation that incorporates innovative criteria for responsible
development. At its root lies a vision of science as both a tourist activity
per se and a strategy for developing tourism.

Who is Starlight Certification for?
Starlight certification can be requested by any public or private body
(administration,
organisation,
institution,
association,
company,
consortium etc) that is either competent to manage a Starlight Destination
or is responsible for developing tourism or scientific activities aimed at
tourism. Private owners of suitable locations who wish to implement these
activities may also apply.
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What does Starlight Certification involve?
Starlight certification is a voluntary accreditation process which aims
to facilitatecontinuous improvement of the tourist offer at Starlight
Destinations.It does this through the development and application of a
quality standard for night sky observation based touristproducts. Starlight
certification is an essential step in developing tourism at premier locations
night sky observation. It provides assurance that properly researched,
relevant activities are in place, that the site is properly protected, that
the equipment and facilities are fit for purpose and that there is adequate
backing from the principal private and public funders.

What is evaluated?
1. Sky quality parameters
Sky quality is the sine qua non condition for Starlight Tourist Destination
certification. The first step towards the Certificate is to achieve full
compliance with the astronomical parameters determining sky quality.
These
•
•
•
•

parameters are:
Seeing
Brightness
Sky Transparency
Cloud coverage

A file containing the values that Starlight Tourist Destinations must
achieve is attached.
Whether the site of the “Destination” is municipal, cross-municipal or
regional, the applicant must indicate on a map the entire area that is
considered relevant star observation activities. In other words, the
locationwhere night sky quality conditions should be in force. This
comprises the zoneto be promoted once a certificate has been issued.
Certification may also be seasonal, if requirements can only be met during
part of the year (for example several months) due to the weather or other
considerations.
The level of effort, commitment and activity for controllinglight pollution
and defending the quality of the night sky is an important element of the
evaluation and in fact counts towards the astronomical audit. The same
is true for compliance with prevailing or pending rules and legislation on
light pollution, light reduction and energy efficiency.

2. Parameters for tourism activities
The evaluation process looks at six areas in order to assess internal and
external management arrangements at the Starlight Tourist Destination:
• Mission, values and objectives.
• Regulation and governance of the Starlight tourist destination.
• Strategy, Action Plan and Information System.
• Conservation of other relevant natural and cultural resources.
• Tourist Product: attractions, services and infrastructures.
• Knowledge management, training and education.
• Control and monitoring of Starlight programmes.
• Management and monitoring of the Starlight tourist destination.
The overall aim of these assessment parameters is to ensure that the
infrastructure and activities are well designed for tourism based on star
cultureand night sky observation.

Steps in obtaining Starlight Tourist Destination
Certification
1. Information request
Any institution or body that wishes to obtain certification for a Tourist
Destination must,as set down in the established criteria, send a formal
letter of intention to the Starlight Foundation (fundacionstarlight@
fundacionstarlight.org) which sets out its adherence to the La Palma
Starlight
Declaration
or
http://www.fundacionstarlight.org/pdf/

DeclaracionStarlightLaPalmaEN.pdf and requests initiation of the Starlight
Certification process.
If the request is accepted the Starlight Foundation will forward information
about the next steps.

2. Pre-registration
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The pre-registration process is as follows:
2.1 Complete and return the Application Pack or Application Form
(http://www.fundacionstarlight.org/pdf/StarlightApplicationPack.doc)
Rather than simply an administrative formality, this is designed to allow
any potential incompatibility or other impediment to the certification
process to be identified. The form may be completed in English or Spanish.
Together with the Application Pack, the applicant should include any
available qualitative or quantitative data on parameters for sky quality
and the area for which certification is being sought.
The file referred to in Part 1 above, containing the four sky quality
parametersand the minimum requirements for Starlight Destinations,is
enclosed. Sky quality is the overriding condition for the certificate and so
any relevant additional information provided will help this first stage of the
evaluation. Guidance on this stage may be sought from the Foundation if
necessary.
If the application is accepted the Foundation will send the Manual for
obtaining Astronomical Data, which details the method to be used for
gathering the data required for the next phase, when the applicant will
decide whether to go ahead with certification and the Audit.
A general description of the existing star tourism activities and any future
projects planned for the location, locations or zone to be certificated
should also be provided.
2.2 Pre-registration fee (*) The Foundation will issue the applicant
with a receipt or invoice.

3. Acceptance or rejection of the application
On receipt of the completed Application Pack and preliminary sky quality
data, the Foundation will determine whether the proposal meets the
conditions required for the certification process to begin. Formal notice
will be given of the decision to proceed to the next stage or otherwise.
The applicant will receive formal notification of whether the application is
to proceed to the next stage or not.

Where the application is to proceed, information will be provided about
the cost of the specific Audit arranged, which must be paid before the
Audit takes place.

4. Acceptance of the costs and formal instruction for the Audit
The applicant must formally request the Audit and pay the associated
costs.
Once the Audit request has been made and the costs paid, the Foundation
will issue a receipt.

5. Audit and Auditors
The Foundation will appoint an auditor to assess sky quality and other
factors, who will assess the information on tourist activities and will
receive all of the relevant documentation provided about the location or
zone to be audited.
The auditor will send to the applicant the “Guide to Contents. Audit” with
the “Annex | Manual for obtaining Astronomical Data,” which explains how
to collect sky quality data precisely and comprehensively.
If any difficulties arise with achieving these values, guidance may be
sought from the Foundation.
The sky quality auditors and the tourist activity auditors are independent
experts.
The auditor will normally request any other additional information required
on sky quality values, or on tourism issues, directly. Prior to the visit the
auditor will also prepare a list of the personnel and institutions that he or
she wishes to meet, and the locations to be visited.

5.1 Sky quality audit
As this can be the most challenging audit, the sky quality auditor will
contact the manager of the applicant body to deal with any issues arising
from the Guide to Contents. Audit, agree the procedure for the audit and
understand any issues to be taken into account as the audit progresses.
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The auditor will also make contact as appropriate with other groups such
as amateur astronomers, to help gather a wider and truer perspective.
5.2Tourism audit (Star Tourism)
Se pueden presentar tres supuestos:
5.2.1 The applicant body has no Star Tourism activities in place
In this situation any general tourism activities in place will be assessed
and consideration will be given to whether they can be enriched by this
new form of tourism.
The audit will serve to provide advice about the potential for Star Tourism
activities with regard to the astronomical quality of the sky, and will also
offer a preliminary assessment of the kind of activities that may be best
suited to the location.
If required the Foundation can, on request and outside the scope of this
procedure, provide more detailed advice including on any infrastructure
needed (installing a Stellarium, for example), observation instruments
to be acquired and managed, training for specialised staff (it may be
possible to provide Starlight Guide Courses), options for involving
amateur astronomy groups in the area, designing cultural and educational
activities about the sky, projects for developing a tourism offer bringing
together the sky, the natural environment and other cultural assets of
the zone, inclusion in international networks (Star Parks etc) as well as
designing a complete sky quality protection programme (such as light
pollution control measures).
5.2.2 The applicant body already has a Star Tourism Action Plan
but it has not been implemented.
In this situation we can audit the Plan, the star tourism activities that
it proposes and the existing programme for the protection or future
improvement of the night sky.A reasonable target date for progressing
to audit will be agreed by both sides once the actions in the plan are
underway.
5.2.3 The body already has sky tourism activities (day or night
time) in place.
In this situation an audit will be carried out of existing and planned
activities and the proposed measures for ensuring compliance with the
Starlight Foundation’s objectives.

6. Certification
Once the audit process has been completed the auditors will submit both
reportson the results to the Starlight Foundation which will consider them
carefully and issue its final assessment. The Starlight Foundation will
then prepare and issue the Results and Recommendations Report to the
applicant together with the auditors’ reports. The applicant body will thus
have a complete evaluation of its position.
If the outcome is positive, the Tourist Destination will obtain Starlight
Certification for the period stated by the Starlight Certification Committee.
If the outcome is otherwise, where there are issues that can be corrected
or substantiated, a new audit can be undertaken after the deadline given
for the necessary corrections to be made.Once the process has been
completed favourably, the applicant will receive the relevant Results and
Recommendations Report, the Certificate and a Diploma accrediting it as
a Starlight Destination.
Once the Certificate has been issued, the Foundation will carry out regular
monitoring to ensure ongoing compliance with the conditions required for
certification, and will also provide advice on any improvements.

7. Summary of the cost of Certification
The total cost of Certification is made up of three elements:
7.1 Pre-registration fee
To be paid together with the Application Pack and preliminary data for
determining the viability of the Certification process at the candidate site.
The fee is subject to variation.
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7.2 Audit fee
Audit fees vary according to country and region of origin, geographical
location, circumstances and features of the zone and other factors that
generally cannot be identified in advance but which impact on the auditors’
work. The Foundation will therefore calculate a specific cost for each audit,
which the applicant must accept before the audit can be carried out.
The cost of the audit (astronomy and tourism) includes the professional
fees of the auditors and the administration costs of the certification
process.

7.3 Travel, transport, accommodation and sustenance expenses
incurred by the auditors in the course of their work.
This element includes expenses (***) for travel, transport, accommodation
and sustenance incurred by the auditors in the course of both their work
on site and the verification of the parameters (astronomical and tourist)
to be assessed at each location. Although each case is different, audits
normally require no more than three days accommodation at the site plus
any accommodation required whilst travelling to the site and around the
area.
When discussing audit fees with the Foundation, the applicant may ask to
arrange the auditor’s travel itself, or make arrangements directly with the
auditor in order to simplify administration and payment.

8. Benefits of Starlight Tourism Certification
For Starlight Destinations:
• A driver for the new, emerging field of Sky Tourism including its role in
generating a network of businesses serving the tourist industry.
• Recognition of the quality of the sky and natural environment at night.
• Increase in perceived value and reputation of the destination.
• Continuous improvement through regular audits.
• Improved communication between different partners at the Destination.
• Uniform and constant quality levels through standardised processes.
• Increased visitor numbers through promotion of Starlight Tourist
Destinations.
• Improved environmental protection through reduced light pollution and
protection of the night landscape.
• Development of new scientific, cultural and environmental tourist
resources.
• Certification of conformity with WTO and UNESCO.

For society as a whole:
• Increasing public interest in astronomy through the enormous capacity
of tourism as a means of furthering understanding.
• Optimisation of science and astronomy-related resources.
• Opportunity to establish astronomy and science as an intelligent tourist
product.
• Opportunity to create new jobs.
• Greater awareness of light pollution issues within the tourism community.
• Tourism community involved in the conservation of the night sky.
• New research opportunities in cultural heritage and conservation of
night-time biological diversity.

(*) The fee varies, please check before proceeding.
(**) The specific fee for each audit, which the applicant must accept before the audit
can begin. It includes the cost of the sky quality audit and the tourism audit.
(***) Accommodation and subsistence costs are as defined under Group B for Spanish
civil servants.

Among others, tourism can become a major
instrument for a new alliance in defense of the
quality of the nocturnal sky scape. Responsible
tourism can and should take on board the night
sky as a resource to protect and value in all
destinations. Generating new tourist products
based on the observation of the firmament and the
phenomena of the night, opens up unsuspected
possibilities for cooperation among tourism
stakeholders, local communities, and
scientific institutions.
Extract from La Palma Starlight Declaration
((UNESCO, OMT, IAU, IAC; PNUMA-CMS, CE, SCDB,
COE, Programa MaB y Convención Ramsar).
www.fundacionstarlight.org
fundacionstarlight@fundacionstarlight.org

En asociación con

UNWTO
Knowledge Network

Diseño: Gotzon
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An unpolluted night sky that allows the enjoyment
and contemplation of the firmament should be
considered an inalienable right of human kind
equivalent to all other environmental, social, and
cultural rights.

